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MUCH HAS BEEN MADE OF THE DECLINE OF DEMOCRACY IN 

America, with naysayers pointing to declining voter turnout 
cpf" kpàwgpvkcn" dqqmu" uwej" cu"Tqdgtv"RwvpcoÔu"Bowling Alone. 

Well, Americans may vote less and may not bowl together, but, 
according to Mark Warren, many Americans are active in local 
qticpk¦cvkqpu" vjcv"ocvvgt0"YcttgpÔu" dqqm."Dry Bones Rattling, 

adds to an enormously rapid growth in literature examining and 
documenting the revival of what is often called “civil society.” 
The title ku"c"tghgtgpeg"vq"vjg"xkukqp"kp"G¦gmkgn"kp"yjkej"c"xcnng{"
of bones comes to life. As Warren explains, “in the 25 years since 
Gtpguvq"Eqtvgu."Lt0"hqwpfgf"EQRU"]Eqoowpkvkgu"Qticpk¦gf"hqt"
Rwdnke"Ugtxkeg_"kp"Ucp"Cpvqpkq."vjg"Vgzcu"KCH"]Kpfwuvtkcn"Ctgcu"
Hqwpfcvkqp."vjg"pgvyqtm"qh"eqoowpkv{"qticpk¦gtu"hqwpfgf"d{"
Ucwn"Cnkpum{"kp"vjg"3;62u_"jcu"dggp"tcvvnkpi"dqpgu"cetquu"vjg"uvcvg"
vq"Þpf"c"yc{"vq"hwnÞnn"G¦gmkgnÔu"rtqrjge{."vjcv"ku."vq"tgdwknf"uqog"
of our most devastated communities” (p. 4).

Vjg"wpkswg"eqpvtkdwvkqp"qh"YcttgpÔu"dqqm"ku"jku"gzcokpcvkqp"
qh" jqy" vjg" KCH" eqoowpkv{" qticpk¦kpi" kp"Vgzcu"ygpv" dg{qpf"
Cnkpum{Ôu"vcevkeu"vq"kpenwfg"cpf"vcr"vjg"tguqwtegu"qh"tgnkikqwu"cpf"
faith groups in cities and communities across Texas. Indeed, one of 
YcttgpÔu"ockp"rqkpvu"ku"vq"fgoqpuvtcvg"vjcv"vjg"KCHÔu"uweeguu"ycu"
due to its ability to engage religious communities and congrega-
tions, not just through their (mostly male) leaders, but by reaching 
deeper into these communities and developing leaders especially 
from among the women congregants. In Dry Bones Rattling, War-
tgp"rtqxkfgu"cp"gpicikpi"fguetkrvkqp"cpf"cpcn{uku"qh" vjg" KCHÔu"
qticpk¦kpi"uweeguugu"cpf"ejcnngpigu0

Mark Warren spent several years observing and documenting 
vjg" eqoowpkv{"qticpk¦kpi"ghhqtvu"qh" vjg" KCH"cpf" kvu" cuuqekcvgf"
groups in San Antonio, Dallas, Fort Worth, and Houston. In ad-
dition, he also interviewed hundreds of community leaders and 
gzcokpgf"fqewogpvu"cpf"tgeqtfu"vq"vgnn"vjg"uvqt{"qh"vjg"KCHÔu"uwe-
eguugu"kp"Vgzcu"htqo"vjg"3;92u"vjtqwij"vjg"3;;2u0"Ycttgp"kfgpvkÞgu"
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several key components that he argues sets the Texas IAF apart 
htqo"qvjgt"eqoowpkv{"qticpk¦kpi0

Hktuv."jg" ujqyu"jqy"vjg" KCH"ycu"cdng"pqv"qpn{" vq"qticpk¦g"
successfully at the local level in various cities, but was also able to 
dwknf"c"uvcvg/ykfg"qticpk¦cvkqp"vjcv"ocfg"kvu"xqkeg"jgctf"kp"uvcvg"
politics. For example, the IAF pioneered a job training program 
ecnngf"SWGUV"yjkej" uweeguuhwnn{"ceswktgf"dqvj" nqecn" cpf" uvcvg"
funding for its programs.

Second, Warren spends considerable time discussing the chal-
lenges the IAF faced in building collaborations across racial and 
cultural lines. Warren makes the case that the faith-based—and 
urgekÞecnn{"EjtkuvkcpÐeqorqpgpv"ycu" vjg"mg{" hcevqt" kp"igvvkpi"
beyond racial and cultural barriers, both by developing common 
goals grounded in shared beliefs, but also by making space for 
cultural differences between the two main participating groups: 
Ogzkecp/Cogtkecp"Ecvjqnkeu."cpf"Chtkecp"Cogtkecp"Rtqvguvcpvu0"
Finally, Warren shows how the involvement of congregations was 
critical to the ability of the IAF to develop lay leadership—especially 
of women—and thus foster greater participation in what he calls 
consensual democracy. 

Cnvjqwij"YcttgpÔu"fguetkrvkqp"cpf"cpcn{uku" ku" engctn{" uwr-
portive of the critical role of faith groups (mostly Christian), what 
jg"fguetkdgu"cu"c"Ñvjgqnqi{"qh"qticpk¦kpiÒ"uggou"oqtg"uqekqnqikecn"
than theological. For readers wanting greater theological and bibli-
ecn"uwduvcpeg"vq"dwvvtguu"vjg"ctiwogpvu"hqt"vjg"dgpgÞvu"qh"kpenwfkpi"
hckvj"kp"qticpk¦kpi."qpg"iqqf"uqwteg"yqwnf"dg"Octm"IqtpkmÔu"To Live 

in Peace: Biblical Faith and the Changing Inner City (2002). Another 
legitimate concern is whether the emphasis on Christian congre-
gations is unnecessarily exclusive of other faiths. Warren is very 
owej"cyctg"qh"vjku"rqvgpvkcn"etkvkswg"cpf"fkuewuugu"vjg"nkokvcvkqpu"
qh"vjg"Vgzcu"KCH"qticpk¦kpi."yjkng"cnuq"ujqykpi"vjcv"vjg"KCH"kvugnh"
is aware of these challenges and has made recent efforts to include 
other congregations, most notably Jewish. Christians in social work 
may be tempted to conclude that Dry Bones Rattling demonstrates 
vjg"uwrgtkqtkv{"qh"Ejtkuvkcp"qticpk¦kpi"qxgt"ÑugewnctÒ"qticpk¦kpi="
however, Warren avoids any hint of a triumphalist perspective. 
Dry Bones Rattling is a well-written, comprehensive, and hopeful 
eqpvtkdwvkqp"vq"vjg"nkvgtcvwtg"qp"hckvj/dcugf"eqoowpkv{"qticpk¦-
ing, and should be consulted for anyone interested or involved in 
eqoowpkv{"qticpk¦kpi."yjgvjgt"Ejtkuvkcp"qt"pqv0"
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A Heart for the City: Effective Ministries to the Urban 
Community
Fuder, J. (Ed.). (1999). Chicago: Moody Press. 

EDITOR JOHN FUDER BEGINS THIS BOOK, A COLLECTION OF STORIES 
by urban ministry leaders from Chicago, by asserting his purpose 
to encourage and strengthen those in urban ministry. He succeeds 
vjtqwij"vjg"kpurktcvkqpcn"ceeqwpvu"qh"xctkqwu"ogvjqfu."qticpk¦c-
tions, and populations that urban ministries touch. 

The book is divided into seven parts, each containing topical 
ejcrvgtu"hqnnqygf"d{"tgàgevkqp"swguvkqpu0"Rctv"qpg"dgikpu"ykvj"cp"
qxgtxkgy"qh"Ejkeciq"jkuvqt{"cpf"Oqqf{"Dkdng"KpuvkvwvgÔu"rnceg"kp"kv0"
Most of the contributing authors are connected to Moody, as alumni or 
vjtqwij"yqtm"kp"xctkqwu"Ejkeciq"qticpk¦cvkqpu"cpf"pgkijdqtjqqfu0"
Hwfgt"enckou"vjgtg"ku"cp"Ñqrrqtvwpkv{"vq"tgcej"vjg"yqtnfÔu"pcvkqpu"jgtg"
in Chicago” (p. 38), and he uses the stories in the book to establish a 
hqwpfcvkqp"hqt"wtdcp"yqtm"kp"vjg"ekv{Ôu"tkej"ewnvwtcn"ncpfuecrg0"

Biblical and philosophical foundations are the theme for part 
two. Stowell comments on the call to compassion for “the least of 
vjgugÒ"*r0"69+"yjkej"jkijnkijvu"vjg"ockp"ctiwogpv"hqt"EjtkuvkcpuÔ"
involvement—both individual and corporate—in urban ministry. 
This idea is taken further in the following chapters by the argu-
ments for wholistic ministry and honest racial reconciliation in 
urban work. In addition, Gordon does a good job of outlining the 
rjknquqrj{"qh"wtdcp"okpkuvt{"kpenwfkpi"qpg"qh"vjg"dqqmÔu"kpvgtyq-
ven themes—the need for relocation to the urban neighborhood as 
a part of effective urban ministry. 




