Chapter Three

THE DIALECTIC OF THE FORM-MATTER
MOTIVE IN THE PENULTIMATE STAGE OF
DEVELOPMENT IN PLATO’S THOUGHT, AFTER
THE CRISIS HAS BEEN SURMOUNTED

1. The Theory of Ideas in the Philebus and the Dialectical
Theory of the Mixture of the Principles of Form and
Matter
a. The Dialectical Theory of the Mixture of the Principles of
Form and Matter

The Philebus once again takes up an early Socratic theme of inquiry, the
question as to the highest good. It is thus no accident that the leading
role in the discussion is once more entrusted to Socrates himself. The
great crisis of the theory of ideas has now been surmounted. During this
crisis the dialectical logic had been temporarily dissociated from the So-
cratic idea of the good as the divine form of origin, although as a pre-
supposition this idea had never been abandoned. This had been done so
that exclusive attention could be focused on the endeavor to break
through, in a logical manner, the rigid Eleatic chorismos between the
world of eide and the phenomenal world. Now this crisis has been left
behind. The idea of the good and beautiful resumes its central position
as origin in Plato's thought, and in conformity with the Socratic position
it is set in relation to the visible cosmos. The new, logical dialectic has
shown how this cosmos can be understood as an incarnation of the eide
in hule.

Now the only thing that remains is to establish once again a sharp
boundary between this mixed and composite world and the world of the
pure eide and to pose unambiguously, with the aid of the method of the
new dialectic, the question as to the highest good for the former world, to
which the human being as a composite being most certainly belongs.

The Philebus, therefore, has a direct connection with the dialectical
problem that was formulated in the Parmenides: How can the unity of the
eidos as an ontic form become a plurality? The young Philebus had de-
fended the hedonistic position of the post-Socratic Cyrenaic school, that
pleasure is the highest good. In contrast, Socrates at first defended the
view that the supreme good resides in knowledge or phronesis. Now, as
the discussion leader, Socrates undertakes an inquiry into the correctness
of these two views. His partner in this is the young Protarchus, who for the
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most part assumes the role of his friend Philebus in the dialogue. At the
very outset, Socrates draws Protarchus’s attention to the problem formu-
lated above, this being present in both positions.

According to Socrates, neither pleasure nor knowledge can be ap-
praised as the highest good without further consideration. There are nu-
merous types of each of these which must first be properly distinguished
from one another in a dialectical manner and then be once again syntheti-
cally combined into a unity. Only then will it become possible to deter-
mine which of the two deserves the title of the highest good, or if perhaps
this honor must rather be conferred upon some third thing (what Socrates
has in mind here is a harmonic combination or mixture of particular types
of each).

b.  The Number of Intermediate Links between the Unity of the
Genus and the Apeiron

In this connection, Socrates once again takes issue in passing with the
Eleatic conception of unity and plurality, which had already been com-
bated in the Parmenides and the Sophist. Over against absolute unity
and plurality, the Eleatics had placed the apeiron or unlimited. As a plu-
rality that was utterly devoid of unity, the latter was inaccessible to logi-
cal thought and therefore had to be dismissed as absolute non-being.
According to Plato's new dialectic, however, unity is joined to the
apeiron by means of numerous intermediate links. That is to say, be-
tween the most comprehensive eidos, which forms the genus proper,
and the individual thing in the visible cosmos, whose individuality is
not susceptible to further logical determination and thus constitutes an
apeiron for logical definition, there lies a large number of formal types
(species) that become increasingly specific and are arranged in a de-
scending series under the genus. The logical tracking down of these spe-
cies in accordance with the method of diairesis terminates in the defini-
tion (logos) of the earlier discussed atomon eidos. If one is to obtain a
correct logical definition, therefore, he must determine the precise num-
ber of these specific ontic forms that lie between the unity of the genus
and the apeiron of the individual phenomenon.

This is the meaning of Socrates’ obscure utterance in the Philebus, 16 C-E:

It was a gift of the gods to men, so it seems to me, flung down'
by some Prometheus together with an exceedingly bright fire.
And the ancients, who were better than ourselves and dwelt
nearer the gods, handed it down to us as an oracle, that all things
which are said always to be consist of a one and a many and
therefore by nature combine in themselves limit (7€pag) and un-
limitedness (azepiav). Since these things are so ordered, it is
necessary, they said, that we therefore always assume one idea in
every individual thing and search for it, for we shall find it con-

1 Translator: The Greek has: “flung down from the gods.”
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tained therein; then, if we have laid hold of this, we must after the
one [idea] look for two [eide] — at least if they are present — or if
not, for three or some other number; and we must again deal with
each of these individually in the same manner, until it is seen that
the original one is not only a one, a many, and unlimitedness, but
is also a definite number. But we are not to apply the idea of the
unlimited to the many before we have discerned the total number
lying between the one and the unlimited. Only then may we aban-
don each individual thing, apart from all unities, to the unlimited
and regard it as done with.'

¢.  The Use of the Term 1dea Is Again Perfectly Consistent with
the Dialectical Logic

The use of the term i6€a is here again perfectly consistent with the
framework of the new dialectical logic. This dialectical id€a is a unity
in plurality, but its unity is a metaphysical rather than a purely logical
one. In spite of the fact that it belongs to the realm of the eide and is
thus transcendent in character, this unity has become a plurality in the
visible world by way of the eidetic relations. And now, with the aid of
the diairetic method of the dialectic, it must be gathered up from this
plurality and combined again into a unity.

The dialectical io€a always retains the supersensible, intuitive charac-
ter that belongs to the ontic form. Nevertheless, the synopsis takes place
here on the basis of logical analysis and combination. It does not function
here, as it still did in the Republic, independently of logical analysis and
synthesis. Just as the Republic had apprehended all of the eide in their con-
centric relation to their origin in the one divine idea of the good and the
beautiful, the new dialectic grasps the plurality of sensible phenomena in
their concentric relation to their dialectical genus; but it herein proceeds
by way of the step-by-step method of diairesis and synairesis.>

1 Philebus, 16 C-E: Ocav uév eig avlpimovs 6001s, &g YE KQTOYAIVETAL ELOL,
m00eV €k Bev Eppign, Sia tivog Ipounbéws dua pavotdte Tivi wupl. kKat ol UEV
maAQLOl, KPELTTOVES NUOV Kol Eyyvtepw Oe@v oikoOvieg, TaUTNV  Prunv
rapédooay, A EE Evog LEV Kai £k TOAADY Sviwy ToV del Aeyougvav eivat, Tépag
8¢ kol dmepiav v avroig EVupvrov Eydviev: Seiv ovv nudg tovtwv ot
SlaKkeKOOUNUEVOV Ol uiav 16€av mepl maviog €kdorote BOguévovg {nretv:
gvpricely yop évovoav. éav oVv kataAdPouev, ueto uiav Svo, &l mwg gioi,
OKOTELV, €1 O€ u1j, Tpelg 1 1LV’ dAAov aplOuov, kot t@v €v EKEIVOV EKACTOV TAALY
WoaVTOS, UEYPL TIEP AV TO KAT Opyas €v ui 0t €v Kal mOAALC Kal ArEPd E0TL
uovov ién g, adda kal omdoa: v € 100 AnEipov IEav mPog 10 TANOOS un
TPOCPEPELV, TIPLV GV TIG TOV aplOuov avToD mavie Katidn tov UeTad 100 AnElPOV
7€ Kol 100 €VOg* 10T & 116N 10 €V EKAOTOV TOV TAVIOV EI T0 ARELPOV LUEOEVTH
yaipetv €av. (translation in text)

2 The logical preparation for the synopsis is formulated most clearly in Philebus, 18
A: domep yop €v otiovv €l tig mote Adfot, T00T0V, s PaUEV, OVK EX’ OMEIPOV
@votv Set PAémety €V0Vs aAL’ Exl v’ ap1Budv, oUtw kai tovvavtiov 0tav Tig 70
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The passage quoted above also makes clear that Plato did not wish to
adhere in a doctrinaire fashion to the method of dichotomy (diairesis), the
bipartite division of genus and species. Already in the Statesman, which
was written after the Sophist,' he had acknowledged both that it is not al-
ways possible to divide into two and that a dismemberment into three or
more lower formal types can at times prove necessary.” Nevertheless, the
term diairesis is still retained in these latter cases.

Lastly, the passage speaks once again of an idea of the apeiron, which
for Plato is in fact identical with Aule or matter in its eternal flux. Accord-
ing to him, individuality, insofar as this lies beyond the atomon eidos, the
formal type that cannot be subdivided further, has its locus in this apeiron.
In the Parmenides, the apeiron had been apprehended in the idea of the in-
divisible moment of change, while in the Sophist the idea of otherness
served this same purpose. The Philebus makes a new attempt to logicize
the apeiron, a point to which we shall soon return.

It has now become self-evident what the conclusion of the above-
quoted passage means in saying that “we abandon each individual thing ...
to the unlimited.” The dialectic must first ascertain the precise number of
intermediate links lying between the genus and the individual thing from
the visible comos that is subsumed under it. In this manner, it follows the
eidos as it embodies itself in the apeiron, in its stepwise approach to indi-
vidual phenomena all the way to the atomon eidos. Once this has been ac-
complished, the individuality that remains, which lies beyond the reach of
all further formal limitation and therefore cannot be embraced by the
atomon eidos, may be left to the apeiron. The task of logical definition is
finished once it has analyzed all the eidetic formal links of a phenomenon
and combined these into a unity in a single idea.

Socrates argues that the new, dialectical method must therefore be ap-
plied both to the diverse feelings of pleasure and to the various types of

dneipov avaykaclij npwtov loufdverv, un éni o £v e000¢ dAL’ én’ dptOuov av
v wAnbog Ekaoctov EYovid TL KaTtavoeLy, TEAeVTAY T €k maviwy gig €v. (“Just as
when someone has grasped any unity, as we said, he must not immediately turn his
eyes to the nature of the unlimited, but to some number, so conversely, if someone
were compelled to consider the unlimited first, he must not immediately turn his
mind to the one, but again to a certain number, which in every case contains a plu-
rality, and only come to the one last of all.”)

1 That the Statesman must have been written after the Sophist is evident from States-
man 284 B (the only place where Plato quotes his own words), where there is ex-
plicit reference to an argument from the Sophist.

2 Statesman, 287 B-C: Oic8 odv St yolemov avrog teueiv Siye; ... Koo uéin
Toivuv avtds olov igpeiov Staipdueba, Exeldn Siya advvarotuev: St yop €lg TOv
Eyyvrata ot pdiiora tEuvery aptfuov aei. (“Do you know, then, that it is difficult
to divide these [viz., the other offices in the state besides kingship] in two? ... Fol-
lowing their joints, therefore, we must dissect them like a sacrificial animal, since
we cannot do it in two parts. For we must always, if possible, divide them into the
next smallest number.”)
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knowledge. At the outset he observes, however, that it may become evi-

dent that the supreme good for man lies in neither of these, but rather in

ls)on}lle third thing that differs from both and that should be preferred to
oth.

Pleasure that is unaccompanied by understanding, knowledge, mem-
ory, judgment, or any other intellectual activity, befits an animal and is
comparable to the life of a mollusc or an oyster. On the other hand a life
endowed with thought, understanding, and memory, but devoid of all
feelings of pleasure and pain can also not be considered good and felici-
tous for a person. It is only in the case of the deity, a being that is abso-
lutely and purely formal in nature, that thought coincides with the abso-
lute good. The human being, however, like everything else in the cosmos
as the realm of what has come into being, has a mixed or composite nature,
and for this very reason, the supreme good for a person can only be found
in a mixed mode of life.

d. The Distinction between the Realm of Pure or Absolute Being

and the Realm of Being That Is a Mixture of Peras and

Apeiron. The Four Gene (Genera) of the Latter
The realm of pure, absolute, simple being is now sharply distingsuished
from the realm of mixed being. Socrates divides the latter into three eide
or genera, namely, that of the peras (the limited), that of the apeiron,
and that of the unity that is a mixture of these two (£ augoiv rovrotv
&v r Evuuioyouevov). The fact that he indeed restricts this analysis of
being solely to those things that have come into being and are found
within the cosmos is clearly evident from his words in 23 C: “Let us di-
vide all that now exists in the universe into two, or rather, if you will,
into three parts.”' These three parts are gene. In their mixture, they are
ontic forms of what has come into being, and this mixture requires an
origin or active cause. As Protarchus puts it, summarizing Socrates’ ex-
position, “I see. It seems to me that you mean that, when these [gene]
are mixed with one another, certain generations arise from every mix-
ture of them.” Socrates then hastens to add a fourth genus to the first
three that he has mentioned, namely, the cause of the mixture (t7g
Evuuiéewc TovTwv mpoc dAAnAa Ty aitiav).?

1 Philebus, 23 C: Ilavte ta vOv 6via €v 1@ mavtl Suyn Steddfaueyv, uallov &, &l
Povlet, tpryn. (translation in text)

2 Ibid., 25 E: MavOdve- ¢aiver ydp pot AEyetv, uryvig to0td, YEVECELS TIVAG €9
Exdorwv avtdv ovuPaivery. (translation in text)

3 Ibid., 23 D: Tetdprov uot yévovg av mpocdelv. ... Thc Evuuilews tovtwv mpog
dAAnAa v aitiav Opa, kai ti6gt pot mpog pioiv exegivoic tétaptov tov70. (“1
still need a fourth genus ... Consider the cause of the mixing of these with each other
and add this as a fourth to these three.”) Ibid., 27 b: To ¢ 6n mavria tavta
Snuiovpyolv A€ywuev TETOPTOV, THV QlTiaV, O IKAVAOS ETEPOV EKEIVOV
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e. The New Dialectical 1dea of the Unlimited. The Influence of
Heraclitus’ Conception of the Matter Principle

Socrates now attempts to establish, first of all, that the dialectical idea
of the apeiron is a multiple unity. Indeed, the entire dialectical correla-
tion between unity and plurality that was set forth in the Parmenides
serves as the foundation for this attempt. In this process, theoretical
thought once again becomes entangled in the antinomy I described ear-
lier, namely, that the apeiron as such resists every attempt to grasp it in
the unity of an ontic form and is nothing less than the utter absence of
form, measure, and limit. We have already determined, however, that
the dialectical idea does not actually penetrate to the absolute nature of
the ontic form and to the ever-flowing Aule. Instead, its role is simply to
establish a correlation between these two antipodes. The idea that is in-
tended to introduce unity into the infinite multiplicity of manifestations
of the apeiron is the genetic, fluid relation of more and less, stronger
and weaker, larger and smaller, and other contrasts that are in the class
of the “more and less.”" Thus, for example, colder and hotter as such
have no definite measure and limit. They are in a state of constant fluid
progression and becoming, and as such they have no permanent being.”
It is only number, as the manifestation of limit and measure, that brings
the continuous flux of the “more and less’ to rest and thereby grants it
empirical (i.e., mixed) being.

On this point, the Philebus without question brings the idea tou apeirou

dedniouévov; (“Shall we then not name that [power] which fashions all this, the
cause, as a fourth [genus], something that has been adequately clarified in its dis-
tinctness from the others?”’)

1 Ibid., 24 BE-25 A: Orndo’ dv nuiv gaivnrar uGAAGv 1€ Kai NTTov yiyvoueve Kai 1o
09odpa kol npgua deydueva kal 10 Aiav ket wavl doa toiavta, €i¢ 10 10D
areipov yévoc ¢ €i¢ v Sel mavia tavta TIOEvVal, Katd 10V Eunpocbs Aoyov, Ov
Epauev, boa Siéomaotal Kal SIECYLOTAL CVVAYQYOVTOS ¥PTIVaL KaTd SUVaLy uiav
EmonuaiveoBol tiva gvotv, €l ueuvnoor. (“Whatever appears to us as becoming
more or less, and admitting of terms like “strongly,” “slightly” [a very intense or
mild degree], “excessively,” and all such things, we must subsume all of this under
the genus of the unlimited as in one [idea]; this would conform to our previous argu-
ment, where, if you remember, we showed that one must combine all that is sepa-
rated and divided asunder and, as far as possible, designate them with one nature.”)

2 Ibid., 24 D: 00 yap étt Ogpudtepov 0VOE WuypoTeEPOV TjoTnV Qv AaPOVTE T0 OGOV
TPOYWPET Yap Kol 0V UEVEL TO T€ OEPUOTEPOV OEL KAl TO WUYPOTEPOV WOAVTAS, TO
O0¢ mooov €otn kai mpoiov exavoaro. (“For [hotter and colder], if they took on a
definite degree, would no longer be hotter and colder. For “hotter” is in constantly
progressing flux, and is not permanent, and likewise “colder”; but a definite degree
has come to rest and has ceased flowing further.”) It may be noted that Plato here,
apparently by design, uses the same term for “apeiron” that appears in the statement
he ascribes to Heraclitus in the Cratylus (402 A): mavte pel (mpoympet) kai ovSEV
uéver (“everything is in constant flux; nothing has permanent being”).
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into sharper relief than the Parmenides and the Sophist did. As we have
seen, the Parmenides still identified the idea of the unlimited with the dia-
lectical idea of change, which at that juncture contained within itself the
idea of otherness (difference). The Sophist, for its part, identified it with
the idea of otherness. The Philebus now attempts to capture in the idea of
the unlimited itself the moment of eternal flux passing through opposite
formal states, a notion that had been expressed most pregnantly in
Heraclitus’ conception of the matter principle. In the Sophist, the idea of
otherness, even though it was identified with the idea of the unlimited,
had to serve simultaneously as a synthesis between the unity of the ontic
form and the unlimited. Now, we have already seen that the dialectical
idea always possesses a correlative character. It is impossible, therefore,
for an idea of the unlimited to be anything else than an idea of the relative
apeiron. It cannot be an idea of absolute hule, for the Parmenides has
demonstrated that the latter can only lead the dialectical logic to the nega-
tion of all predicates.

f- Plato's Dialectical 1dea of the Unlimited and Aristotle's
Conception of Matter as Potential Being (Svvduet 6v)

In the new conception of this idea as well, the relationship to ontic
form, measure and limit is obvious. For all things that admit of more or
less, larger or smaller, stronger or weaker, etc., are susceptible to a limi-
tation in degree and are thus oriented in principle to such a limitation in
degree. For this reason Aristotle will later conceive hule as dvvduet ov,
“potential being,” which can only be brought into actual existence
through the ontic form (uop¢rn) and therefore can only be separated
from the form in abstracto.

The fact, moreover, that the idea of otherness also continues to play an
essential role in Plato's new conception of the idea of the apeiron is
clearly evident from the immediately following description of what is in-
volved in the idea of the peras." According to Socrates, the latter, as a
multiple unity, embraces all that is the opposite of the apeiron: in the first
place, the equal and equality (7o {oov ka1 ioonte), and then, the double,
and everything that is a ratio of numbers or measures. In the Parmenides
and the Sophist, the “other” (ro 8drepov) was always treated as the dialec-
tical opposite of equality or identity, although to the degree that it partici-

1 Ibid., 25 A-B: Ovkovv ta un Seydueva tavta, toUTOV 8 TAVAVIIQ TAVTH
Seyoueva, mpOTOV UEV TO 00V Kal 100TNTA, UETH OE TO [00V TO SITAOLOV KAl AV
6 i mep Av mpog ap1Buov dpiBuos i uétpov § mpog utpov, tavra Edurnavt ig 10
mépag arnoloyl{ouevor kadwg v sokovuev Spav 10070 ... ; (“Then that which does
not admit of these, but rather admits of the opposites of all this — in the first place,
the equal and equality, and after the equal the double, and everything that is the ratio
of a number to a number or of a measure to a measure — would we not seem to do
well if we reckoned all this together to the peras”)
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pated in being it nevertheless had to remain identical to itself.

Socrates then combines the plurality that is subsumed under the idea of
the peras back into a unity by means of the genus of law and order (vouog
kai taéig). In Heraclitean fashion, this is identified with the harmony of
opposites in which the correlation of peras and apeiron is once again
manifest.!

2. The Pure Eidos of the Peras and the Dialectical 1dea of the Peras

Are Not Identical
It is characteristic of Plato's restricted conception of the dialectical idea
in the Philebus, however, that soon after this (26 D) he denies any plu-
rality to the pure, unmixed nature of the peras or form principle and that
he represents it as a multiplicity only in the process of becoming.” At
first sight, it appears somewhat rash to conclude from the first part of

1 Ibid., 26 B-C: Ufp1v ydp mov kxai Evunacav rnaviwv rovnpiav avtn katidovoa i
Oeds, & kade Dinfe, népag 0VSEV 0T0’ Ndovav oUte TANCUOVOY EVOV EV QUTOlG
vouov kai taéiv mépag Eyovt €0eto” kKal oV UEV amokvaioal E¢nod’ avny, Eyw 6
rovvavriov arocwoot A€yw. (“For since this goddess perceived the wantonness and
every sort of wickedness of all creatures, fair Philebus, and that there was among
them no limit to pleasures and self-indulgence, she instituted law and order as things
that contain limit. And you maintain that these are a vexation to them; but I say, in
contrast, that they preserve them.”)

2 Ibid., 26 D: Kai unv 10 ye népag oUte oAl eiyev olt ESuokolaivousy g ovk v
Ev gvoet. (“But the peras contained no plurality, nor did it make us suspiscious that
it was not one in the world of becoming.”) The first part of this passage, in its strik-
ing contrast with 25 A-B (cited above) and 23 E (cited below), decisively refutes
Léon Robin’s notion (Platon; Paris: Librairie Felix Alcan, 1935, pp. 155-156) that,
in his Philebus, Plato also includes the intelligible world of the eide in its detach-
ment from the process of becoming in the sphere of that which is mixed or compos-
ite. Robin supports this position by arguing that Plato used the same method in this
dialogue as in the Sophist, where he was indeed concerned with demonstrating the
intertwinement of the genera. “For the rest,” Robin says, “if the domain of the mixed
were exclusively the world of experience, it would be necessary to restrict to this
world the two principles from whose union this mixture was produced. However,
they clearly extend much further than this. The unlimited is in point of fact the same
as the Other, which is the Platonic non-being; and the non-being of the Other is dif-
fused, as is well known, among all of the essences. Moreover, we have learned from
Aristotle that sensible things are not constituted in any other way than the intelligi-
ble things and that irrrespective of its stage of existence, whether it be in the intelli-
gible or in the sensible, there is no being at all that is not a mixture.” There are sev-
eral objections to this argument: 1. It proceeds from the assumption, which has
proven to be incorrect, that the Philebus retains the exact position of the Sophist in
regard to the theory of the eide. Beginning with the Philebus, the eide are conceived
as gene (genera) only in their impure or mixed state. In the Parmenides and the
Sophist, by contrast, the predominance of the logical dialectic threatened to become
the complete undoing of the world of pure eide. 2. Plato never conceives the genus
of otherness as anything but an idea of the dialectical logic. As such, it is intended to
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this passage, which Socrates leaves completely unexplained in its seem-
ing flagrant contradiction to the former description of the peras, that
Plato here does in fact again introduce the eidos as a simple and indivis-
ible unity, thus reverting to this extent to the original conception of his
theory of ideas. We shall discover in the sequel, however, that this pas-
sage does not stand alone in the Philebus, but is rather supported by
later statements of Socrates.

It is crucial therefore to seek other evidence which will give us a more
secure basis for forming a clear notion of what Plato could have meant at
this stage of the development of his theory of ideas by the “simple and in-
divisible peras.” It is also important to obtain a clear notion of how he
conceived the relationship between this pure eidos and the quantitative
numbers (the main elements of the plurality subsumed under the genus of
the peras).

h.  The Eidetic Numbers and the Mathematical Numbers.

The Eidos Number as Indivisible and Incommensurable

(aotupAnrog)
It can scarcely be doubted that we are here confronted with the typically
Platonic conception of the so-called eidetic or ideal number in its con-
tradistinction to the mathematical number. Although the general identi-
fication of eidos and ideal number belongs only to the final stage of the
theory of ideas, which came to expression in Plato's unpublished lecture
“On the Good” (rept ayaBov), the recognition of eidetic numbers as the
metaphysical, eidetic foundation of the mathematical or quantitative
numbers is unmistakably present already in the Phaedo.' Ever since
Léon Robin's groundbreaking book La théorie platonicienne des idées
et des nombres,2 which for the first time could make use of the monu-
mental Greek Aristotle commentaries prepared by the Berlin Academy,
it has been known that the account which Aristotle gives in his Meta-

bring the eide into logical correlation; but the apprehension of the intrinsic nature of
the pure eide is precisely what is forbidden to it. A comparison of 26 D with 23 E
and 25 A-B makes clear that the Philebus once again introduces a sharp distinction
between the pure eide, on the one hand, and the eide in their incarnation in the
apeiron as constant structural principles of the world of what has come into being,
on the other hand, and that it also has no place for the un Jv in the world of the eide
in themselves. 3. It is precisely the world of the pure eide, as this is once again con-
ceived in the Philebus, that is left untouched by Aristotle’s testimony. Instead, the
latter relates only to the final stage of Plato’s development, where the eide are iden-
tified with the so-called ideal numbers. Robin himself, in the end, has to admit that
all the examples which the Philebus gives of what is mixed refer exclusively to the
empirical cosmos. In addition to all of this, in Philebus 23 C, the distinction between
peras and apeiron is expressly restricted to the things “that now exist in the uni-
verse.”

1 Phaedo 96 D-97 B; 101 B-C.

2 Léon Robin, La théorie platonicienne des idées et des nombres. Etude historique et
critique (Paris: F. Alcan, 1908).
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physics (M 6, 1080 a 30-35) of the Platonic conception of the ideal
number is incorrect. Its error lies in the fact that it creates the impression
that the ideal number, like the mathematical, consists of units. Aris-
totle's view is incorrect in this regard, even though he acknowledges
that the Platonic idea numbers differ from the mathematical numbers in
being mutually independent.’

In Plato's conception, the principal difference between these two do-
mains of number is that the former are not aggregates and thus contain no
plurality, and further, that there exists only one exemplar of each idea
number.” In contrast to this, the mathematical number consists of units
that are completely identical to one another and that exist only as objects
of thought. Plato holds that both the mathematical and the ideal numbers
are independent and separate from perceptible things. This view stands in
sharp contrast to Aristotle's conception, which eliminates the ideal num-
bers and regards the mathematical numbers merely as an abstraction from
perceptible things. According to Plato, however, the ideal numbers are
genuine eide and are not themselves quantities. In his view, their numeri-
cal character is based exclusively on the fact that they are positioned in a
fixed, immutable, non-temporal sequence of earlier and later.’ The mathe-
matical numbers (the numbers in themselves, ka6’ avtwv) then do not de-

1 Aristotle, Metaphysics, M 6, 1080 a 30-35: 610 kat 0 uev uebnuartixog opibueitat
Ueta 10 €v SV0 mpog 1@ Eumpoobev €vi dllo €v, kal ta tpla mpog tolg Svol
10Ut015 dAAO &V, Kai 0 loirdg & doavtwg: 0Vtog 8¢ ueta 10 £v §vo Etepa dvev
700 EVOS 10V TPATOV, Kal 1) TPLHS CGVEV THS SvAdog, opolwg S kal O dAAog
aptuog. (“Therefore the mathematical numbers are counted as follows: after the
one, two, i.e., in addition to the previous one another one, and three, in addition to
these two existing ones another one, and the remaining numbers in like manner.
With the others [viz., the idea numbers], however: after the one, two other ones
without the first one, and the three without the two, and likewise also the other num-
bers.”)

2 As Robin says, “Each of these numbers [viz. the idea numbers], ... far from being a
composite of units which can be formed in a variety of ways, and as often as one de-
sires, is alone within its kind ...” According to Robin, Aristotle always assessed
Plato’s doctrine of the idea numbers “in terms of the teachings of Xenocrates” (a
travers la doctrine de Xénocrate”). Xenocrates, one of Plato's own pupils, held that
the idea numbers were identical to the mathematical numbers, and he thus diverged
sharply from his teacher on this point. Cf. W. Vander Wielen, De idee-getallen van
Plato (dissertation: Amsterdam, 1941), p. 51, and further, W.D. Ross, ed. Aristotle's
Metaphysics (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1924, 1953), X, I (Introduction) pp. Ixxi-
Ixxvi. With regard to the idea numbers, Ross also observes (loc. cit., lii): “From their
nature as Ideas it follows that they are specifically distinct and incomparable, i.e., in-
capable of being stated as fractions one of another. Twoness is not half of fourness.
Nor is a natural number [i.e., idea number] an aggregate of units.”

3 Aristotle, Metaphysics, M 6, 1080 b 11-14: Oi uév odv dugotépovs ¢aciv gival
005 ap1Ouovg, 1oV UEV Eyovia TO TPOTEPOV Kal VOTEPOV T0¢ LOEag, TOV OF
Hobnuotikov wopd 106 166 Kol ¢ alobnTd, Kol Y@pLotovs QUPOTEPOVS TOV
aioBnraov. (“Some then say that both kinds of number exist — on the one hand, the
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rive their positional value in the series from the addition of new units, as
Aristotle taught, but rather, as the Phaedo explains, solely from their
methexis or participation in the idea numbers.!

In this connection, we need not yet concern ourselves with Plato's con-
ception of the so-called origin of these ideal numbers, since this evidently
belongs to the final stage of development of the theory of ideas.? Indeed, 1t
does not appear at all in Plato's dialogues. Our exclusive source of knowl-
edge regarding this conception lies in Aristotle's writings and the testi-
mony of the commentators on Plato and Aristotle.

i.  The Pure, Indivisible Peras Is Not a Genus of Mixed Being.
Stenzel's Unsuccessful Attempt to Derive the Eidetic
Numbers by the Method of Diairesis

At this point we are interested only in the fact that Plato, ever since the
Phaedo, has conceived the idea numbers as pure, indivisible, eternal
ontic forms, which according to Aristotle's reliable testimony were put
forward as mutually incommensurable (covufAntor) units.” By itself

number that possesses the relation of earlier and later, the ideas, on the other hand,
the mathematical number alongside the ideas and perceptible things — and that both
are distinct from perceptible things.”) Concerning this passage and the seemingly
conflicting statement in Ethica Nicomachea, A 4, cf. Vander Wielen, op.cit., pp. 65 ff.

1 Phaedo, 101 B-C: évi évog mpootebévios v mpdcbeotv aitiav eivar 100 Vo
yevéobBat 1j Staoytobeviog v oyiotv ovk gvlafoio dv AEyelv; Kal ueya av
Bodng, bt ovk 0160’ dAAws mwg ExacTov yryvouevoy i uetacyov tig i6éas ovoiag
E£KdoTOV 0V GV UETAOYT, Kol &v T0UT0IG 0VK &Yelg GAANV Tiva aitiav 100 Svo
yevéoBar alA’ 1] v Tig SvdSog UETAOYEOLY Kal OEIV TOUTOU UETOCYELV T
uéAdovra Svo €oecbot, kat povadog, 6 av UEALN Ev Eoecbal, 10g O oyloelg
TaUTOS Kl IPOCOECELS Kal Tag dAAOS TAS TOLQUTHS KOUWELNS EGNG AV YAIPELY,
nmapeis anokpivaocOat tolg Eavtov cogwtépors. (“Would you not guard against
saying that when one is added to one, the addition is the cause of the two's coming
into being, or when one is divided, the division? And you would loudly proclaim
that you know of no other way in which anything can come into being than by par-
ticipation in the idea of the essence proper to each, and that in these cases you know
no other cause of the two's coming into being than participation in twoness, and that
whatever is to be two must participate therein, and whatever is to be one, in oneness.
But you would dismiss these divisions and additions and the other niceties of this
sort, leaving the answer to those wiser in this.”)

2 This is likewese the view of Ross, loc.cit., p. xli, who in this connection also ex-
pressly mentions the Philebus.

3 This testimony is found in Metaphysics, M 8, 1083 a 31-36: i 8¢ ot 10 €V apyn,
avaykn udllov dorep IMidrwv Eleyev Eety 10 mepi 105 dpiBuovs, kai elval
Svdda mpdtnv kai tpidda, kai ov dovuPAitovs eivar tovg aptOuols mpog
allnrovg. (“If the one is a principle, it is rather necessary that things stand with the
numbers as Plato said, and that there is an eidetic twoness and threeness and the
numbers are not commensurable with one another.”) In translating dvada mparnv
kai piade as “eidetic [ideal] twoness and threeness,” T follow Vander Wielen,
op.cit., p. 62. The reference here is naturally not to mathematical numbers.
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this is enough to establish that, in the Philebus, the peras (in the sense
of idea number) cannot belong to the realm of mixed being as this was
expounded in the dialectical logic of the Eleatic trilogy. For we learned
as early as the Parmenides that the “real one” can only be apprehended
dialectically as a whole with parts. As a consequence, an indivisible
ontic form that is not composed of units lies in the nature of the case be-
yond the reach of this dialectic.

Stenzel's attempt to generate the idea numbers by means of the diairetic
method' stands condemned by this same consideration. The method of
diairesis belongs only within the framework of a dialectical logical con-
ception of the eidos that proceeds from the genos, as an encompassing
whole with pairs of opposite parts that descend from it stepwise. Anything
that is essentially indivisible permits of no diairesis.

If it is indeed the case that in the Philebus the pure peras is the idea
number, it is immediately clear why it is placed in opposition to the peras
as a genus dispersed in a plurality. Peras in this latter sense embraces the
mathematical numbers, which the early Pythagoreans identified outright
with the peras and which they, in contrast to Plato, did not conceive of as
detached from perceptible things.? Only the mathematical numbers can
comprise a plurality. The ideal numbers, on the contrary, are indivisible
units, whose being is absolutely pure and unmixed in character.

This eidetic theory of numbers, which was developed most distinctly in
the Phaedo, was never abandoned by Plato. Not until his lecture On the
Good did he attempt to derive the ideal numbers, following the ideal
unity, dialectically from a combination of peras and apeiron as constitu-
tive principles, and his pupils who attended this lecture (one of whom was
Aristotle) apparently took this to be a completely new theory. Plato had
evidently not yet arrived at such a theory during the stage of his develop-
ment when he wrote the Philebus.

In any case, according to this later dialogue, the ontic form of limit can
be a dialectical plurality only in its incarnation in the apeiron (the ever-
flowing hule). The dialectical idea apprehends only the unity that has be-
come a plurality, that is to say, the formal unity in its development in lim-
itless matter. Further, as the Parmenides sought to demonstrate, this pro-
cess gives rise to (mathematical) number in the fluid substrate of the
apeiron. Still further, the dialectical idea apprehends this multiple-unity
solely in the eidetic relations, which serve to express the constant struc-
tures of temporal reality.

Socrates expounds this clearly in Philebus, 25 D ff. He invites
Protarchus to combine the apeiron, which had been gathered up into a sin-
gle idea in the dialectical relation of the “more or less,” with the genus of
the peras. For, as he observes, even though they should have gathered the

1 J. Stenzel, Zahl und Gestalt bei Platon und Aristoteles, 2nd edition, 1933, p. 31.
2 In the Parmenides, the peras is conceived only as a dialectical idea, i.e., as the rela-
tion between unity and the intermediate plurality of the apeiron.
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latter into a single idea, just as they did earlier with the apeiron, they did
not do it. “Perhaps the result will also be the same now, however. For by
combining these two the third genus [i.e., that of the mixture of the two]
will also become clear.”! It is, however, only through the combination of
peras and apeiron that they arrive at the single idea of the peras as a ge-
nus, this being the idea of law, order, or harmony in the contrasts of the
“more or less.™
From the above it is obvious that this genus cannot be identical to the
peras as an indivisible unity lacking all plurality. Thus too it is evident
why Socrates assigns the peras and the apeiron as genera exclusively to
the realm of mixed being, the mode of being which belongs to the cosmos
as a product of becoming.
Jj. The Idea of Composite Being as a yéveoig €ig ovoiav. The
Teleological Element Is Once Again Introduced into the
Definition of That Which Has Come into Being

The third idea, that of being as a mixture or composition of peras and
apeiron, is conceived, in addition, as a y€veoig €ic ovoiav, that is, as a
coming into being of something that is, as a result of a limiting of the
apeiron. This limitation imparts measure to the apeiron and thereby
brings its random flux to rest.’

1 Philebus, 25 D: "Hy [viz., 100 néparog yévvav] kai vov 81, Séov nudg, kobdnep
TV 100 GLELPOV GUVNYTYOUEV E1G £V, 0UT® KOl TNV TOD TEPATOELSOVS CUVAYOYELY,
oV ovvnydyouev. oA’ {owg kai vOV TQUTOV Opdoel” ToVT®V OUPOTEPOV
ovvayouévov katagavig kakeivn yevijoetar. (“That [viz., the genus of the limit]
which we — although, just as we combined the genus of the unlimited into one, we
should likewise now also have combined that of the limit — did not [yet] combine
into it. But perhaps it will also perform the same service now. For by combining
these two that third genus will also become clear.”)

2 The fact that this i5€e too is indeed a dialectical multiple unity, and not, like the
pure eidos of the peras (spoken of in Philebus, 26 D), a simple unity, is convinc-
ingly demonstrated by Socrates’ words in Philebus, 23 E: Ilpwtov uev én v
eTtdpwv 10 pla SteEAduevol, 1@ V0 T0UTOV TEIPOUEBn molAG EkdTEpOV
Eoylouévov kal SLECTACUEVOV 180VTES, €1I¢ €V MMV EKATEPOV CUVAYQAYOVTEG
voficat wfj mot’ v avtdv v kol molla Exdrepov. (“By first setting apart three of
these four, then, let us attempt — since we see two of them [viz. the peras and the
apeiron, see 24 A below] each dispersed and torn apart into a plurality — to compre-
hend, after we have gathered up each of the two back into one, to what extent each
of them is one and many.”) Ibid., 24 A: A€yw toivuv ta §vo, & mpotiOeual, vt
elvat drep vov 81, 10 uév dretpov, 10 ¢ népag Eyov. (“I therefore say that the two
[genera] that I propose are those of which I just spoke, viz., the unlimited and the
limited.”) As is evident from 25 D above, the zépag €yov cannot be identical to the
third genus. In spite of its unclear qualification, this must rather be the peras itself.

3 Ibid., 26 D: aAla tpitov ¢aOL ue A€yerv, £v 10010 TIOEVTO TO TOVTWV EKYOVOV
drav, yEveolv €ig ovolav €K TOV UETA TOU TEPATOS OTELPYACUEVOV UETPWV.
(“Say, however, that I admit a third [genus], in that I reckon all the offspring of these
[viz., of peras and apeiron] as a unity, i.e., as a becoming that issues in being, result-
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In this third idea, the correlation between form and matter immediately
impresses itself on one. As a matter of fact, however, this correlation was
already presupposed in the two other ideai. For, according to Plato, the
mathematical number, which is subsumed under the idea of the peras,
first arises through the combination of the ontic unity with the apeiron,
and as the Pythagorean theory brought to light, it contains in itself both
peras and apeiron.

The teleological element, which had temporarily dropped out of the pic-
ture during the crisis of the theory of ideas is now reintroduced into the
conception of the cosmos as a product of becoming. This takes place, as a
matter of course, because of the new understanding of mixed or composite
being —as produced by the combination of form and matter, limitation and
unlimitedness — in terms of a genesis eis ousian. For, in this manner, gene-
sis or becoming is given a goal. As Socrates explains, “I thus maintain that
it is for the sake of coming into being that all instruments and tools and all
matter (UAn) are provided to anyone; but that every instance of becoming
takes place for the sake of another particular form of being (dAAns ovoiag
Tvog €veka), and the totality of coming into being for the sake of the to-
tality of being.”" “If pleasure is thus an instance of becoming, it must of
necessity come to be for the sake of some particular being.”* “But that
which is the goal of what always comes to be for the sake of something
else belongs in the class (€v uoipg) of the good, while that which comes to
be for the sake of something else, excellent friend, must be placed in an-
other class.” It therefore follows from this that feelings of pleasure as
such can never be something good.*

It is evident from the first statement quoted above that the conception of

ing from the relations of measure achieved with the aid of the peras.”) It is evident
from Philebus, 27 a, that the peras can indeed act only by virtue of the “cause” (the
divine nous) and is only the instrument of the latter in this activity. In itself, the
peras, as a genus, has no active power. The text thus reads not §ia but puera 00
TEPATOG.

1 Ibid., 54 b, C: @nui 61 yevéoews uev Eveka gpapuokd te kal navr opyave kol
mdoav UAnv mopati@ecbdol wdotv, EKAoTNV O YEVESLY OAANV GAANG oVoiag TIVOG
gxdorng éveka yiyveoOai, Evumacav 8¢ yéveowv ovolias €veka yiyveoOai
Evyurdong. (translation in text)

2 Ibid., 54 C: Ovkovv ndovn y’ eirep yeéveoig oy, Evekd Tivog ovalag €€ avaykng
yiyvoit dv (translation in text)

3 Ibid., To ye unv ov évexa 10 Evexd tov yLyvouevov del yiyvorr dv, év 1 100
ayabov poipg Exeivo oti 10 8¢ T1vog Eveka yLyvouevov gig GAANV, @ dpiote,
uoipayv Oetéov. (translation in text)

4 Ibid., 54 D:"Ap’ oDv ndovi v’ einep yéveoic éotiv, i GAAnV i v 100 dyaod
uoipav avtnv tevieg opbag Orjoouev; (“Then if pleasure is a becoming, shall we
be correct in placing it into a class other than that of the good?”’) (Translation sup-
plied by translator.)
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mixed or composite being as a genesis eis ousian, which Aristotle would
soon develop in his own manner in his theory of the relation between form
and matter in composite being, is unambiguously oriented to the
ground-motive of the religion of culture. The attempt is herein made to
conceive hule as material for a divine dnutovpyetv, a divine form-giving
activity, and in this way to surmount the antagonism between the princi-
ples of form and matter. In this process, the relation between the cosmos
that has come into being and the formative power of the divine nous with
its idea of the good and beautiful is placed as a matter of course in the
hands of the new dialectic. At the same time, the eros motive, developed
in the Symposium and the Phaedrus, is able to receive a dialectical-logical
elaboration.

k. The New Dialectic's Physico-Teleological Proof for the
Existence of God

Theoria need no longer appeal solely to the religious synopsis when it
proclaims the existence of a divine nous as the origin of all form in the
cosmos. From now on it can establish its case on the purported dialecti-
cal proof for the deity. The so-called physico-teleological proof for
God's existence would henceforth be a permanent picture in metaphysi-
cal theology, with the result that it would take a place of honor in what
is called natural theology (theologia naturalis), particularly in scholastic
thought.

2. The New Conception of the Soul as a Mixture of Form and
Matter (a Product of Becoming)

It is of great importance to study how this teleological proof is carried
out in the Philebus. This is the case, because as he elaborates it here
Plato also sets forth his new conception of the soul. In the Timaeus this
conception will be worked out more fully. The latter dialogue will also
go further by determining the position of the soul in relation to both the
world of the eide and the world of phenomena. But it is in the Philebus
that this new conception is set forth for the first time.

After Socrates has won Protarchus’ acquiescence to his conclusion that
pleasure as such belongs to the genus of the apeiron (the unlimited), he
proceeds to take up the problem of assigning nous, understanding, and
knowledge to one of the three remaining genera. Reacting to Protarchus’
perplexity at his questioning, Socrates remarks: “Yet surely the answer is
easy. For all the wise agree, thereby in reality exalting themselves highly,
the nous is our ruler and that of heaven and earth, and perhaps they are
right.”! It is then agreed that over all things, and over that which is called
the universe, there does not reign the power of irrational Tuche (the an-

1 Ibid., 28 C: 'AAda unv pgoLov. Tavieg yop ouUP@VOUOLY 0l 60Pol, EQVTOVG OVIWG
ceuvivovieg, g volg €oti Pactleds nuiv ovpavod e kai yig. koi iows €0
A€yovot. (translation in text)
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cient, unpredictable Ananke), as a ‘terribly clever man’ (6e1vog avrjp; the
reference is probably to Democritus) had claimed, but that on the con-
trary, as their predecessors maintained, nous and a wondrous understand-
ing orders and guides it.! Socrates thereupon takes note that the bodies of
all living beings are by nature constituted from the four elements: fire,
earth, air, and water. Each of these elements is present in our own bodies
only in a scant and insignificant quantity and in an impure state, and pos-
sesses a power that is in no way proportionate to its nature. Protarchus
need merely compare the small quantity of fire in the human body with the
fire that is present in the world-body of the universe, which in its abun-
dance, its beauty, and its enormous power is a cause of wonder. Rational
consideration makes plain that our bodies are sustained and brought into
existence by this world-body, and not the other way around. For imperfec-
tion cannot be the source of perfection.’

Observing that the human body has a soul, Socrates next asks whence it

1 Ibid., 28 D: Hdtepov, & TMpdropye, ¢ Edurnavia kai 166 0 kalovuevov Slov
EMLTPOTEVELY POUEV TNV TOD AAOY0oV Kal €IK]) SUVOULY Kal TO Ory ETUVYEV, 1)
ravaviia, ka@drep ol mpooOev nuwv Eleyov, voiv kKai ¢gpovnoiv tiva Bovuactiv
ovvrdarrovoay Stakvfepvayv; Ibid., 28 E-29 A: Bovler 6ftd 11 kal nuelg toig
Eunpoobev ouoloyovuevov Evugriowuev, &g 1000  olUtwg €yxel, xai pn Uovov
oldueba Selv TAAAOTPLY GVEV KIVOUVOU AEYELY, GAAD KOl CUYKIVSUVEVWUEY KOl
UETEYWUEV TOD WYOYoU, OTav avijp SELVOG ¢ TaDTe U1 0UTWS OAL  ATAKTWOG EXELV;
(“Shall we say, dear Protarchus, that over all things, and that which is called the uni-
verse, there reigns the power of un-reason, randomness, and chance, or on the con-
trary, as our predecessors maintained, that nous and a wondrous understanding or-
ders and guides it? ... Are you then willing that we also should assent to what was
agreed by our predecessors, that this is the way all these things are [i.e., that they are
governed by nous], and that we not only should think we must state a view of others
without risk to ourselves, but should also share the risk and the blame with them
when a terribly clever person asserts that things are not like this, but are rather de-
void of order?”)

2 Ibid., 29 B-C: ouikpov te tovtwv €xacrtov mop nulv €veott kal pavlov kol
ovdaun ovdauds EIAKPLVES Ov Kal tnv Svvouly ovk aliav thg gUoews Exov. €v
£vi 8¢ dafov mept maviwv vOeL TavTov. olov mip otl UV mov wap nutv, Eott 8 v
70 mavil. ... OVKOUV OULKPOV UEV TL TO tap Nulv Kol aobeveg kal pavAov, 10 8 Ev
1@ avtl A0t € BavuaoTov kol KOALEL Kal mdo]) SUVOUEL T TEPL TO TVP OUOT].
.71 Sai; pégetal kal yiyveral €k T0UTOV kal dpyeTAL TO TOV TAVTOE TP VIO T0D
op ULV TUPOG, 1 TOVVAVTIOV UL’ EKEIVOV T0 T EUOV KAl TO OO0V KAl T0 TOV GALWV
{owv dravt ioyer tavra; (“In us each of these elements is present only in a small
quantity, an insignificant measure and a state that is in no way pure, and with a
power that is not proportionate to its nature. If you observe this in one of them, think
the same of all the others. How, for example, fire is in us [in our bodies] and is pres-
ent in the universe. ... Is not that which is present in us small in quantity and weak
and insignificant, but that which is in the universe wondrous in its vast quantity and
its beauty, and in all the power that dwells within it? ... And further? Is the fire in the
universe nourished by that in our body, does it arise from there and have its origin
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could have gotten this if the body of the universe, which contains the same
elements as ours and in a manner much fairer, were not endowed with a
soul.! In the universe there is much that is unlimited, but with an adequate
formal limitation (peras), and over this reigns an ‘exalted cause’ which
orders and regulates the years, seasons, and months, and has every right to
the names wisdom and nous.> Wisdom and thought cannot exist apart
from soul, however, and it may therefore be said that “in the nature of
Zeus a ruling soul and a ruling intelligence have come to be by virtue of
the power of the cause, but in that of the other gods, other fair attributes
which they are pleased to have attributed to them.”* This statement obvi-
ously refers to the celestial gods (6ot ovpdvior) or the celestial bodies
conceived as ensouled. These, as members of the realm of becoming, must
be clearly distinguished from the divine nous as demiurge.

If the divine nous or intelligence thus exercises dominion over the uni-
verse, it can be concluded that nous belongs to the fourth of the genera that
compose mixed being, namely, the genus that has been designated the
“cause.” Shortly thereafter, Socrates expresses himself more guardedly
by saying “that nous is ‘akin’ to the cause and ‘approximately’ (cyedov)
of the genus of the latter, while in contrast, pleasure is in itself unlimited
and measureless, and of the genus that in itself and of itself neither has,

there, or on the contrary does mine, and yours, and that of all other living beings
owe all of this to the former?”)

1 Ibid., 30 A: To map’ rfuiv caua dp’ ov wuynv ¢ricouev éxerv; ... II6Oev, & pile
Hporapye, Lafov, eirep un 10 ye 100 TAVIOS COUX EUYVYOV OV ETVYYAVE, TAVTA
v’ Eyov 10Vtw kat €t mavry kaAliove; (“Shall we not say that our body has a soul?
... From where, friend Protarchus, did it get this, if the body of the universe were not
possessed of soul, since it has the same [elements] as our body and in a manner
much fairer still?”)

2 Ibid., 30 C: Ovkoiv €l un 10070, UET EKEIVOV TOD A0YOU AV EMOUEVOL PEATIOV
A€yoluev, &g €011V, O TOALAKIS ELPTIKOUEY, ATELPOV T EV TO TAVTL TOAD KOl TEPOS
ikavov, kal Tig €n’ aUT0l¢ aitia 0V QaUAN KOOUOVOUH TE KOl OCUVIGTIOVON!
EVIaVToUs Te Kol dpag kol unveg, cogla kat voig Aeyouévn dikaiotat’ dv (trans-
lation largely in text).

3 1bid., 30 C-D: Zogia unv ket voOs dvev wuyifg ovk dv mote yevolalnyv. ... OVkoiv
Ev uév 1 100 A10¢ Epelg ¢uoel Paoctlikny uev wuynv, Pactiikov 6 vovv
Eyylyveobar S v ti¢ aitiag dvvautv, €v 8 dAloig dAla kala, kab 6 gilov
£xdoroig AéyecOat (translation in text) Just like the human soul, the soul of Zeus,
the celestial god, has thus come into being through the power of a cause that origi-
nates in the highest divine nous as demiurge. See the following note.

4 Ibid., 30 D-E: T 6¢€ y’ €un {nrijoer memopikag anokpiotv, 61t voUg E0TL YEVOUS
100 VIOV altiov AeyBgviog tav teTtdpwy, dv iv fulv £v tovro. (“It [the preced-
ing argument] has also provided an answer to my question [viz., to which of the gen-
era nous and understanding must be reckoned], viz., that nous belongs to that one of
the four genera called the cause of all things, which for us constituted one of these.”)
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nor will have, beginning, middle, or end.”" The first statement obviously
has the pure, divine nous in mind, and the second, the human nous; for the
former applies directly to nous as the ruler of the universe, while the latter
refers to nous in its dialectical opposition to pleasure, something that is al-
together absent in the deity.>

a. The Human Anima Rationalis and the Rational World-Soul
Are Restricted to the Realm of Generated or Mixed Being

In the above discussion, one is immediately struck by Plato's explicit ac-
knowledgment that the human soul and the souls of the celestial gods
belong to the realm of what has come into being. This implies that they
are of necessity composite in nature and that their being has a mixed
character. As a consequence, the soul is once and for all fundamentally
distinguished from the world of pure ontic forms. Thus too, the latter, in
their absolute and simple nature, can themselves no longer be conceived
as active soul-forces, that is, as efficient causes, as had still been done in
the Sophist and, implicitly, in the Parmenides. On the other hand, it is
equally impossible to return to the conception of the soul presented in
the Phaedo, where the rational soul was said to be akin to the world of
pure eide and was allowed to share in their unmoved and ungenerated
nature. Plato has also broken here with the standpoint of the Republic,
which ascribed a composite nature to the human soul exclusively in its
union with the material body and reserved for the anima rationalis a
pure state in which it could possess the simple character that had been
granted to it in the Phaedo.

That the soul must be composite and mixed can be clearly seen in
Philebus,47 dto 51 a (beginning in chap. 29 and running into the first part
of chap. 31), where Socrates undertakes an inquiry into the mixture of
feelings of pleasure and pain that are displayed by the soul itself (avzrv
mv wuynv avt)), independent of the material body. As examples of such
feelings, he adduces anger, longing, sadness, fear, love, and jealousy.
Socrates concludes by remarking — in connection with the mixed emo-
tional state which the soul experiences during laments and both staged and
real tragedies and comedies, for in every case these produce a mixture of

1 Ibid., 31 A: 61 vovg uév aitiog nv Evyyevg kai 10010V GYedOV 100 YEVOUG, NNdovn
S drelpdg TevTn Kot To0 unt’ apynv UNte HECO UNTE TEAOG EV EQVTO 0P EQVTOD
Eyovrog und’ €Eovrog mote yévoug. (translation in text). We see here a reserve simi-
lar to that in the Phaedo, where Plato called the human thinking soul “akin” to the
eide without venturing to identify these completely.

2 Ibid., 33 B: IIPQ2" OvUkovv €ik0¢ ¥y oUte yaiperv <tovg> Beovg oUte tovvavtiov.
XQ- ITavy uév obv ok €ikéc: doynuov yoiv avtdv EKATEPOV YIYVOUEVOV E0TLV.
(“Protarchus: 1t is therefore not likely that the gods experience either pleasure or its
opposite. Socrates: 1t is not at all likely, of course, for each of the two proved to be
formless.”)
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feelings of pain and pleasure — that he is only giving these examples so
that Protarchus may recognize “that both the body without the soul and
the soul without the body, and likewise the two in their mutual associa-
tion, are filled in their inner states with a feeling of pleasure that is min-
gled with feelings of pain.””’

Thus, there are mixed feelings which belong to the soul in itself. Along
with these, however, there are also pure, unmixed feelings of the soul, and
in this category Socrates lists the aesthetic feelings of pleasure that are at-
tached to beautiful colors, beautiful mathematical forms, harmonious
sounds, most sensations of smell, and above all, the feelings that pertain to
knowledge. These pure feelings are tied to measure and are called “true”
and “beautiful.” Over against them, the intense feelings, which always
have a mixed character, are classed in the genus of the apeiron and the
measureless, which extends over both body and soul.

Since in the human anima rationalis everything depends on achieving a
harmonious mixture between pure or true feelings and rational knowl-
edge, which belong to different genera, it is abundantly clear that, in the
Philebus, Plato no longer accepts the abstraction of an anima rationalis
wholly absorbed in the activity of theoretical thought as an ethical-meta-
physical ideal of philosophical fswpic. This immediately follows from
the new shift in Plato's anthropological notions. In the Phaedo and also
the Republic, the Orphic-Pythagorean motif was predominant. Accord-
ingly, earthly life was considered to be a fallen state and a contamination
of the thinking soul. Even during its present existence, therefore, the
thinking soul had to strive to die to the world of phenomena, in order to
devote itself wholly in pure theoria, the mode of life proper to philosophy,
wholly to the contemplation of the pure eide and, ultimately, of the divine
idea of the good and beautiful.

After he has once again established that the perfect good for a person
can lie neither in pleasure alone nor in pure knowledge, Socrates argues in
the Philebus that the path leading to the good can be discovered only if
one has first ascertained the abode where man is at home. “Just as some-
one who is looking for a man, if he has first ascertained the house where he
lives, would surely have a great advantage in finding him for whom he is
looking.”?

The place where the human being is at home, to be sure, is not the world

1 Ibid., 50 D: 61t kai o@ua dvev wuyng kal Wuyn dveEV oWUaTOg Kol KOLV]] UET
aAAnAwv v 101¢ TaONUACL LECTA EGTL CUYKEKPOUEVNS NSOV AUmarg; (translation
in text)

2 Ibid., 61 A-B: KaBdrep €l tig T1v’ dvBpwmov {nt@v tmv oiknotv mp@rov opbag iv’
olkel mvboit’ avTol, Uy T 81OV MPOg TNV EUPECLY AV )0l T00 {NTOVUEVOL.
(translation in text)
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of pure eide, as the Phaedo had taught; instead, it lies in the realm of
mixed and generated being. This, however, does not prevent knowledge
of the pure, unmixed eide or ontic forms from occupying the highest rank
among all the various kinds of knowledge, as the knowledge which is
completely reliable and true.! Theoretical intuition of the eternally
self-identical, intelligible world of being is thus again explicitly acknow-
ledged as the foundation, also for the new dialectic. For it cannot be main-
tained, as Robin thinks, that Plato has in mind here only a system of rela-
tions apprehended in dialectical ideai, that is to say, ontic forms that are
mingled with Aule and have thereby become a plurality. It is true that, just
as in the Republic, abstract numerical theory and abstract geometry are
here included in the category of true knowledge, since these are most
nearly akin to knowledge of the pure eide. Nevertheless, the bare fact that
in the Philebus Plato restricts the knowledge of true being to that which
remains forever self-identical, without the slightest admixture, and that he
once again adduces the knowledge of “‘justice in itself” (071 £€o7t) as an ex-
ample of knowledge of the pure ontic forms, is of itself enough to show
that he does not have in mind here first of all the new, dialectical logic de-
veloped in the Eleatic dialogues. In Plato's line of thought, “justice in it-
self” is not at all a dialectical relation, although it must be admitted that he
also includes the dialectical relations as such among the constant eide.

Theoretical knowledge of the pure eide, according to the Philebus, oc-
cupies the most exalted place among all the sciences, but it can no longer
be identified with the highest good for man. In order to “find the way
home,” more is necessary than that intuitive knowledge embody itself,
with the aid of dialectical logic, in a proper logical definition (Adyov
emouevov 1@ voetv) and that it descend from its sphere of purity to the un-
certain phenomena of the visible cosmos, which, as things that have come
into being, cannot become the objects of exact science;” for this knowl-
edge must also be mingled with pure and true feelings of pleasure, if that

1 Ibid., 58 A: v yop mepl 10 Ov Kl T0 OVIWS KQl TO KQTO TAVTOV OEl TEYUKOS
maviog ywy’ otuar nyeiobor Eduraviag, 6001 Vo Kai CULKPOV TPOOTPTNTAL,
uexp® ainbecrdmy eivar yvaotv. (“For the whole body of those who have even a
grain of common sense hold, I believe, that the knowledge of what really is, of that
which by nature always remains the same, is by far the truest knowledge.”) 1bid., 59
C:'Q¢ 1) mept éxelva €00’ Nuiv 10 te PEParov kat 10 kabapov kat TaAnOeg kat o on
AEYoUEV EIMKPIVES, TEPL TO OEL KATA TQVTH HOAVTOS GUIKTOTOTO EXOVTH, 1]
[6evtepog] exeivav 611 pdiior’ €oti Evyyevés. (“That, for us, knowledge which is
reliable and pure and true and, as we say, unalloyed, refers to those things that al-
ways remain just so, in the same manner and without the slightest admixture, or to
what is most akin to these.”)

2 There can be no episteme here, but only 0p6r doée, correct, but always hypothetical,
opinion, which can never lead to firmly established truth. It is evident here how
Plato's fundamental dualism once again prevents him from attaining to the modern
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mode of life is to be attained which for a human being constitutes the high-
est good. In this mixture, truth, proportion (Svuuepia), and beauty are
necessary partners, and the second of these, right measure and proportion,
is called the cause (eitie — here this does not mean efficient cause) which
lends the highest value to any mixture, since the absence of this is the ruin
of both the mixture and its ingredients.' Socrates concludes this part of his
argument as follows: “If we therefore are unable to track down the highest
good in a single idea, by grasping it in three — namely, beauty, proportion,
and truth — let us declare that in these [three], as in one, we with full justice
seek the cause of the value of the mixture, and that by virtue of this the lat-
ter has become good.””

The new dialectic thus apprehends the divine idea of the good, the abso-
lute form of origin, in a tri-unity of eide only in its limited manifestation
within the cosmos. In their mixture together, these eide not only constitute
the supreme good for the composite life of a human being; they also em-
body the teleological norm for the entire cosmos. The actual reason why
the good for composite or mixed being cannot be pure and absolute in na-
ture resides in the fact that soul and body are conjoined, with the former in
control of the latter, both in human existence and in the cosmos as a
whole.? One cannot imagine a clearer expression than this of the distance
that lies between the anthropological conception of the Phaedo and the

conception of empirical science. See 59 B: OU8’ dpa voUs oV€ tig Emiornun mepi
avtd ot 10 aAnbéorarov €yovoa. (“Concerning these things there is then no re-
flection, no pure science, which contains that which fully corresponds to the truth.”)
What Plato has in mind here is the knowledge of “nature” (6ofat mepi pvoews), the
visible cosmos, which always involves the question of how the latter has come into
being and what changes it undergoes and brings about (59 A). All of this has no
bearing upon the conceptual division of phenomena into classes and species via the
method of diairesis developed in the Sophist and the Statesman.

1 Ibid., 64 D: Kot unyv ket Evundong ye uilews ov yodenov 10etv v aitiav 8t v 1
maviog afla yiyverar nriocovv 1} 10 mopdrav oVSEVOS ... ‘Otl uétpov kai tng
Evuuépov gpvoemg un Tuyovoa NTLoOVV kal Onwoovv EVykpaois ndoa €E avaykne
andAdvot td te kepavviueve kal npatny ecvtiv. (“And with every mixture it is
not difficult to see the cause which lends to each of them the highest value or de-
prives it of all value ... That every mixture, whatever kind it be, if it does not share
in the nature of right measure and proportion, necessarily destroys both its ingredi-
ents, and first of all itself.”)

2 Ibid., 64 E-65 A: Ovkovv i un uig dvvdued’ idéa tayabov Onpevoat, oV 1piol
Aafovieg, kdAder kai Evuuetpio kai aAnbeiq, Aéymuey @g 10070 olov v dpbdtar’
av aittacaiugba [av) v v 1 Evuuietl, kal dia 1000 ws ayabov ov toravTnv
avnv yeyovévai. (translation in text)

3 Ibid., 64 B: Euoi uev yop kabamepel KOOUOS TIC HOBUATOS GPEWV KAADS EULYTYOV
oauatog o vov Aoyog anelpydobat paiverar. (“For to me it appears that our argu-
ment has been carried out like an incorporeal order which rules in a fair manner over
a body possessed of a soul.”)
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Republic, on the one hand, and that of the Philebus, on the other hand.

b.  Causality as a Separate Genus

We should take special note of the fact that the Philebus elevates causal-
ity, in the sense of efficient cause, to a separate genus that is brought
within the reach of the new, dialectical logic. The aitia, as efficient cau-
sality,' is herein conceived as a rational formal cause (consistent with
Socrates’ thought and in connection with Anaxagoras’ doctrine of nous)
and is recognized exclusively as the cause of composite being.

¢.  According to the Philebus, Neither the Pure Eide nor Hule
Originates in the Divine Nous as Efficient Cause. The
Scholastic Accommodation of This Platonic Conception
(Later Adopted by Aristotle) to the Christian
Creation Motive

For this reason, in the view of the Philebus, neither the eide, as pure
ontic forms, nor /ule can be attributed to the divine nous acting as cause
(aitia). The doctrine ex nihilo nihil fit (nothing can arise from nothing),
which was the final outcome of Greek metaphysics in its subjection to
the dialectical form-matter motive, permits of no exception even in the
case of the divine demiurge. In the Aristotelian ontology as well, ontic
form and matter are in themselves ungenerated.

Scholastic philosophy will later take over this conception, even though
it is opposed to the Scriptural motive of creation. Combining Plato and
Aristotle, it will attempt to accomodate it to the creation motive by placing
it within the framework of the religious synthesis motive of nature and
grace.

Because the efficient cause is sharply distinguished as a genetic eidos
from the peras and the apeiron, the conception of the other eide as active
soul-forces, which belonged to the crisis period of the theory of ideas, has
been rendered superfluous. Insofar as there is yet mention of an €kyovov
(offspring) that arises from the combination of peras and apeiron, these
latter genera are expressly qualified as instruments of the aitia in its its ac-
tivity of bringing into being [compare the way the relevant Greek phrase
is translated in note 1, and on page 261] (10 dovAevov €ig yEveorv
aitig).” The aitia, in contrast, is called the demiurge.® Only this causative

1 The fact that the aitia here indeed constitutes a causa efficiens is evident from 26 E:
OvkoVv 1 700 mOL0VVTOS VOIS OVOEV ANV OVOUQTL THS aLTlag SLAPEPEL, TO OE
motovv kal 10 aitiov 0pbag dv gin Aeyouevov €v; (“Then does not the nature of
the agent differ only in name from the cause, and may not the agent and that which
causes rightly be called one?)

2 Ibid., 27 A: "A2o dpa kai 0V 1aUtov aitia T €01l kal 10 SOVAEDOV EI¢ YEVESLV
aitig. (“Therefore the cause and that which is subservient to it when it brings into
being are different and not the same.”)

3 Ibid., 27 A-B: Ovkoiv 10 uév yiyvéueva xai £ dv yiyveror mdvia 10 tpia
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genus is still conceived as an active soul-force, since it originates in the di-
vine nous, which itself is borne by a divine soul as its vital principle.

Is this divine soul and the causative form-power of the nous identical to
the world-soul? One might momentarily be tempted to think so, because
Socrates says that the human body owes its origin to the world-body, and
the human soul to the world-soul.

d.  The Nous Which Reigns over the Universe Is Not Identical
to the Nous in the World-Soul

The Timaeus, however — and its developement of this point is based
wholly on the Philebus — explicitly teaches that the universe, both in its
body and in its rational soul, belongs to the realm of what has come into
being and has its origin in the divine dnuiovpydg, the divine architect.
Cornford and Stenzel, and others, are of the opinion that this demiurge
is a purely mythological repesentation of the world-soul itself; but this
is clearly refuted by the Timaeus’s description of the latter as something
that is in fact itself mixed in nature and which therefore, according to
the Philebus, requires a cause of its coming into being. The former dia-
logue also sheds light on the passage in the Philebus which says that the
body and soul of man are derived only from the world-body and the
world-soul. In our discussion of the Timaeus, we shall inevitably be
brought back to these matters.

e.  The Philebus and the Timaeus Both Admit Only One
Causality: That Which Originates in the Rational Soul

In attributing the causality that brings the cosmos into being exclusively
to the rational soul, the Philebus has taken over, in this regard, the posi-
tion of the Phaedrus. In so doing, however, it simultaneously took on
the aporia that I already mentioned in my discussion of the latter dia-
logue (where it remained completely unsolved), namely, the problem of
how the ascription of causality exclusively to the rational soul comports
with the primordial dualism between the motives of form and matter. Is
it not necessary that iule (the apeiron of the of the Philebus) be granted
its own genus of causality if one indeed wishes to give a full account
within the framework of the Greek ground-motive of the origin of the
things that have come into being? The Timaeus will answer this ques-
tion in the affirmative, and the single idea of causality will thereby be
abandoned once more.

TOPECYETO NULV YEVN; ... TO OE 61 mAVTQ TOVTY SNULOUPYOUV AEYWUEV TETOPTOV,
mv aitiav, g ikavag Etepov exeivav dedniougévov; (“Then did not the things that
have come to be, and that out of which everything comes to be [viz., peras and
apeiron], furnish our three genera? ... Shall we therefore name the cause, that which
[as demiurge] gives form to all these, as the fourth, something whose difference
from the others has been adequately clarified?”)
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f- Do the Philebus Genera Correspond to the Five Highest
Eide in the Sophist?

There is also a question as to the relationship between the four gene or
dialectical ideai of the Philebus and the five highest eide of the Sophist.
Ever since antiquity, numerous attempts have been made to discover a
direct connection between these two groups, and recently Léon Robin,'
the noted French Plato scholar, and C. Ritter,’ professor at Tiibingen,
and others, have made the same endeavor. It must be emphasized, how-
ever, that any attempt at this must come to terms with the new develop-
ment that the Philebus introduced into Plato's theory of ideas. Appar-
ently, neither Robin nor Ritter was cognizant of this.

We must observe at the outset that, without exception, the four gene of
the Philebus are all dialectical ideai in the previously delineated sense.
Among the five supreme ideas (megista eide) of the Sophist, in contrast,
motion and rest definitely lack this character, since they are mutually ex-
clusive opposites. The comparison must therefore be confined to the
Sophist's three dialectical ideai — individual being, otherness (7o
Oarepov), and sameness (tavTov) — and, as we have seen, all of these can
in fact be regarded as dialectical functions of the all-embracing idea of be-
ing. The latter was defined in a general way as dunamis in both an active
and a passive sense, that is, active power and the capacity to be acted
upon.® In the Philebus, the gene or dialectical ideai of the peras and the
apeiron can likewise be regarded as dialectical functions of mixed or gen-
erated being, and they thus correspond respectively to the ideai of same-
ness and otherness in the Sophist. Robin maintains that the peras is the
counterpart of the Sophist's active function of being and that the apeiron is
the counterpart of the passive function. The idea of the cause as a function
of mixed being, in turn, has a special correspondence to the active func-
tion of being in the Sophist.*

This construal contradicts the clear text of the Philebus, however. In
this dialogue, the peras as such is nowhere called an active dunamis nor
the apeiron a passive dunamis of mixed being. In Philebus, 27 A, the con-
trast that is made between the activity which by nature leads and controls
(nyetrat uev 1o motovv ael kata ¢gvorv) and that which is passively acted
upon and comes into being (zotovuevov yryvouevov) applies only to the
cause and that which this cause brings into being from the mixture of
peras and the apeiron. Further, the aitia is sharply distinguished from that

1 Léon Robin, Platon (Paris: F. Alcan, 1935).

2 C. Ritter, Die Kern-gedanken der platonischen Philosophie (Munich, 1931), pp. 156
ff.

3 Sophist, 247 D-E.
Robin, loc.cit.
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“which is subservient to it in the activity of bringing into being” (70
SOVAEDOV EL¢ YEVEDLY TITIQY).

We have already observed that the Philebus represents both the peras
and the apeiron in themselves merely as subordinate instruments of the
aitia and that it does not conceive the peras as such as an active power.'
Between the Sophist and the Philebus came the shift in Plato's conception
of the eide. In the Philebus, unlike the Sophist, the eide can no longer be
conceived as active soul-forces, since the aitia as an efficient cause has
been sharply distinguished from the other genera and identified with the
form-power (the dnutovpyeiv) of the divine nous.

This observation also contradicts Ritter's position. He too places the
Sophist's general definition of being as dunamis at the foundation of the
four genera of the Philebus and maintains that in the latter dialogue Plato
ascribes active power to both peras and apeiron as constituents of reality.

The Philebus, in fact, speaks of yet a fifth genus. When Socrates has
first enumerated the four genera, Protarchus asks: “Will you not in addi-
tion need yet a fifth which has the ability to separate (Stdxpioiv Tivog
Svvougvov)?” Socrates answers: “Possibly, but not, I think, at present.
But should it appear necessary in any way, you will surely agree with me
if I go in pursuit of a fifth.”* As the dialogue unfolds, this fifth genus in-
deed proves necessary, even though it is not explicitly mentioned as such.
Once the need for a mixture of pleasure and knowledge has been estab-
lished, Socrates asks which of these two components has a claim to the
higher rank within the realm of mixed being. Shall all feelings of pleasure
without exception, even the gross sensual desires and passions, be admit-
ted into the mixed mode of life which merits the title of the highest good
for the human being? This would be a mistake, because the diverse kinds
of pleasure must first be distinguished and individually judged as to their
ethical value. The various kinds of knowledge can indeed all be admitted;
but here too a diakpioig, a distinction according to value, is necessary.
This didkpioig, the correlative selection of the pleasures and types of
knowledge permitted in the good, mixed mode of life, thus indeed seems
to be added as a fifth genus of sorts to the four mentioned previously.

There is no possibility, however, of finding a counterpart for this fifth
genus in the Sophist. Its introduction in the Philebus is rather the best
proof of the distance that separates this dialogue from the Parmenides and

1 Philebus, 27 A: XQ-"Ap’ ovv nyeitar uév 1 motovv del kate $vorv, 10 O
motovuevov EnakolovOel yryvouevov exeive; TIPQ- Tlavv ye. Q- "AAlo dpa
Kal 0V TaUToV altia T €otl kal 10 Sovletov €ig yéveorv aitiq. (“Socrates: Is not
then that which acts by nature always leading, but that which is acted upon, as com-
ing into being, [passively] following this? Protarchus: Most certainly. Socrates:
Then also the cause and that which subserves the cause in bringing into being are
different and not the same.”)

2 Ibid., 23 D-E: Tdy dv- ov unv oiuai yév @ viv- éav 6¢ 11 51, ovyyvdoer mov ot
ov puetadiwxovtt meuntov. (translation in text)
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the Sophist, for it indicates that the effects of the idea fou agathou are felt
within the logical dialectic itself. Over against this, during the period of
crisis in the theory of ideas, it appeared that this idea, in its supralogical
character, could exert no influence on the new logical dialectic itself, but
instead remained in unreconciled tension with the latter. We have seen,
however, that in the Philebus the idea tou agathou is directly manifest
only in its dialectical expression within the genus of what is mixed. As a
consequence, one observes on this point as well a great difference be-
tween this dialogue and the Republic.

All this does not mean that the genera established in the Sophist have
lost their significance for the later dialogues. On the contrary, we shall en-
counter the dialectical ideai of being, otherness, and sameness again in the
Timaeus. We shall also find the eide of motion and rest there. These then
will have to conform, however, to the framework of the genus of mixed
being developed in the Philebus, in its stark difference from the pure be-
ing of the intelligible world of eide and of the divine idea of the good and
beautiful, which lights this intelligible world with its rays.
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